Sabbatical Greetings from Jerusalem #4
One of the most anticipated parts of my Sabbatical in Israel is the observance or
Yom HaZikaron & Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israel’s Memorial Day & Independence Day).
Yom HaZikaron (which falls this upcoming Tuesday night through Wednesday)
is a reflective day all through the country in Israel. To quote the My Jewish
Learning website; “Yom Hazikaron… is different in its character and mood from
the American Memorial Day. For 24 hours (from sunset to sunset) all places of
public entertainment (theaters, cinemas, nightclubs, pubs, etc.) are closed. The
most noticeable feature of the day is the sound of a siren that is heard
throughout the country twice, during which the entire nation observes a twominutes “standstill” of all traffic and daily activities. The first siren marks the
beginning of Memorial Day at 8 p.m., and the second is at 11 a.m., before the
public recitation of prayers in the military cemeteries. All radio and television
stations broadcast programs portraying the lives and heroic deeds of fallen
soldiers. Most of the broadcasting time is devoted to Israeli songs that convey
the mood of the day.”
One particular song has brought me to tears every year, whenever I listen to it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdO0f3VcGfw
I encourage you to share this with your own family on Tuesday evening or on
Wednesday.
Even better please join the Rockland Jewish community as
people gather at the Rockland Jewish Community Campus
on Tuesday evening 7:00pm for a meaningful observance.
Those who have attended in the past will tell you how
powerful & meaningful the experience has been for all ages.
Here in Jerusalem there are numerous opportunities to
participate in an observance. Gerri and I welcome such a
challenge to decide where we will observe the day.
We had a similar challenge on Yom HaShoah, a
few days ago. We chose something quite different
and still deeply emotional. It was an evening of
“Music In Their Memory” at the First Station. I
was mesmerized by each song; drawn into the
power of the words.

Of course the joyous celebration of Yom
Ha’Atzmaut will follow Wednesday night after
we fulfill our obligations to properly remember
all of the fallen of Israel. It is a thrill to
celebrate our beloved Israel wherever we are
but the thrill is even greater in the Holy Land
itself. Everything is starting to turn Blue and
White. It has been 34 years since I was here
for Yom Ha’Atzmaut for the double chai
celebration (36). I was also here for #25. If you
ever have the opportunity to visit Israel for the
1st time (or once again) come for these
observances & celebrations. The spectrum of
Jews who make up Israel, no mater what their
political bend, find meaning in each of these
days. May we all strive to not only feel and
experience their meaning in the diaspora but
also teach the younger generations to connect as well.
We will be thinking of all of you when Rockland County
turns blue and white this Sunday April 15 – 10:00am2:00pm; again at the Rockland Jewish Community
Campus.
For now, Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Paul & Gerri Kurland

